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THE WAR SITUATION 


Up 


YHEN we think of Russia in this 
/ war it is of a great and massive 
Germany 
with endless hordes of men, able to with- 


country confronting 


stand defeat after defeat and always tran- 
quilly bringing up new multitudes to re- 
place those that are gone. And we think 
of Germany as fighting d2sperately and 
gallantly on two fronts against two ene- 
mies, while her gigantic opponent in the 
east is free to go on assailing her in the 
knowledge that she must keep another 
enemy in the west at bay. 

There is considerable truth in the pict- 
ure, but it is not wholly true. The fact 
is that Russia is in a position not alto- 
gether dissimilar from Germany’s. She, 
indeed, has three enemies to face, while 
Germany has two—for the French and 
British armies are, for military purposes, 
one. Russia has to face Germany in one 
quarter, Austria in another, and Turkey 
in a third. 

Turkey is so much less important a 
power than Germany that her participa- 
tion in the war has been somewhat 
dwarfed in the popular conception. Yet 
if Russia were engaged in a war with 
Turkey alone, if there were no allies and 
no “world war,” the campaign would be 
followed with as serious attention as any 
other conflict. Russia and Turkey were 
engaged in war thirty-seven years ago, 
and it was a protracted and bloody war, 
in which Russia had to fight for every 
inch of ground. 


Facing Three Foes 


HE point is that Russia has what 

amounts to three wars on her hands. 
A war of Russia against Germany singly, 
or against Austria singly, or against Tur- 
key singly, would engage the rapt inter- 
est of the world, as her last war against 
Turkey in fact did. She has all three of 
them to fight now. 

Germany has two wars on her hands, 
one against Russia and one against the 
French, British, and Belgians. The posi- 
tion of the two countries, it will be seen, 
is not utterly dissimilar; and Russia’s ad- 
vantage in size and numbers is consider- 
ably lessened in view of this fact. In 
past wars Russia has usually had her 
hands full with a single antagonist; that 

vas the case when she fought Turkey, 
and it was the case when she fought Ja- 
pan. She is giving a much better account 
of herself in this war against three ene- 
mies than she has lately done in wars 
against one; and it is evident that the 
Russian has taken to heart the lessons of 
his former defeats, and has put in the 
intervening years overcoming his own de- 
fects. H's defeat in Manchuria has 
turned out to be a good thing for him, in 
that it enabled him to learn his own weak- 
nesses and do away with them in prepara- 
tion for the time of great need, the time 
compared with which the war for Man- 
churia was a small thing. 

Both Russia and Germany, then, are 


to and Including January 10, 1915. 


handicapped and fighting against diffi- 
culties; and while the odds are against 
Germany in the long run, at the present 
time it is hard to say which of these two 
nations is under the more serious disad- 
vantage. 

This being the case, it may be under- 
stood what rejoicing filled Russia when 
the news came of the tremendous defeat 
inflicted upon the Third Turkish Army in 
its invesion of Russia from the south. 
From the Russian standpoint it was not 
ene of the minor events of the war, but 
one of first importance. One of the three 
invading enemies had been beaten back in 
disastrous rout. It was not only in itself 
what Gen. Joffre called it in his dispatch 
to the Grand Duke Nicholas, “a grand 
victory,” but it relieved the pressure and 
enabled the Russians to give more un- 
divided attention to the campaigns in the 
north. Its political effect, which will 
probably be to put an end to any hope the 
Turks and Germans had of help from Bul- 
garia, is another matter. 


The Turkish Tannenberg 
“J° HE Turkish defeat at Sari-Kamysh 
is comparable to the Russian defeat 
at Tannenberg in the early days of the 
war. In fact, there is a decided resem- 
blance about the whole of the two cam- 
paigns. The Russians invaded Fast Prus- 
sia before they were ready for a general 
advance; so the Turks did in the Cau- 
casus. The Russian object was to relieve 
the pressure against the French and 
British in France; the Turkish object was 
to relieve the pressure against the Ger- 
mans and Austrians in Poland and Galicia. 
Both enterprises were quixotic; both 
ended in disaster of about the same kind. 

The Turkish advance was not made 
into a wholly hostile country. By the ex- 
pressions used in the Ruczian official 
statements concerning the battle of Sari- 
Kamysh we learn tliat the German re- 
ports of Mussulman rebellion against 
Russian rule were not exaggerated. Not 
only have the Germans an ally in Turkey, 
but they now have al!’es in the Mussul- 
man population of Russia. There are 
what amount to official admissions of 
th’s in the language used at Petrograd 
concerning the great battle in the Cau- 
casus Mountains. 

Petrograd speaks of the population in 
that region having been tampered with, 
which may or may not be the case. Prob- 
ably it is true, but also probably the Mus- 
sulmans did not need much tampering. 
At any rate the General Staff declares 
that the Turkish army advancing toward 
Ardahan was “reinforced by Mussulman 
rebels.” 

The Turkish adventure was conducted 
in the most gallant style. We can only 
dimly surmise how weird must have been 
the conditions urder which the battle was 
fought; but a brief dispatch from Tiflis 
quotes Iskhan Pesha, the captured com- 
mander of the shattered Ninth Corps, as 
ascribing “the Turkish defeat chiefly to 
the terrific climatic conditions,” and as 


saying that “ only 6,000 of the corps, with 
whom were the staff, reached ‘Sari. 
Kamysh.” 

The region is one of. high mountains 
and narrow defiles. These defiles were 
filled with great masses of snow, and it 
was through these that the Turks and 
Russians struggled, and in them that they 
fought. There are references to unpre- 
cedented cold, even for that region, which 
had set in before the ten days’ fighting 
in the snow-covered passes of the Cau- 
casus Mountains began. 

The Turks had no railroad to bring 
them supplies or equipment, and they had 
to carry everything on their backs as 
they ascended those bleak mountains and 
forced their way through the snow. The 
battle was fought at an altitude of 10,000 
feet, according to the official reports. 


Turkey's Real Task 


. Russians also inflicted a defeat 
on the Turks at Ardahan, but the 
defeat at Sari-Kamysh was almost anni- 
hilation. Indeed, so far as the Ninth 
Corps is concerned, it was just that; an 
the Ninth was the best corps in the Turk- 
ish Army. When what was left of the 
Ninth surrendered, it was captured by a 
single company of Russians. 

The movements on Ardahan and Sari- 
Kamysh were parts of the same advance, 
the invasion of Russia from Asia Minor. 
The bulk of the Turkish forces were in 
the attack on Sari-Kamysh, and consti- 
tuted the right wing. They were moving 
on Kars when they came to wreck at Sari- 
Kamysh. The centre took Ardahan, but 
has been driven out of that place; the left 
was aimed at Batum. 

Not only was the Ninth Corps anm 
hilated, but the Tenth was broken up and 
scattered through the mountains, and the 
Eleventh was unable to take any part in 
the action. Altogether the Russian vie 
tory wes one of the most complete and 
thorough conquests in the history of war- 
fare. 

The Turkish Army is now practically 
a German army. The Russians take 
peculiar satisfaction in having defeated 
an army under the direction of the Ger. 
man Gen. Liman von Sanders—nor 
known as “Sanders Pasha.” When Gen. 
von der Goltz trained the Turks and thev 
were so badly defeated in the first Balkan 
war, Germany could not understand it 
and thought the fault must be with von 
der Goltz. So von Sanders was sent to 
Turkey to take up the work. Now he 
has failed even more disastrously than 
did von der Goltz. 

This adventure concluded, the Turks 
must now take up their real work, as the 
Russians, when their East Prussian ad- 
venture ended at Tannenberg, took up 
theirs in Poland. The Turks are getting 
ready to invade Egypt, and it is said that 
they will be ready for it by the middle of 
February. It will be Britain, not Russia. 
which will have to encounter their serious 
activities. Meanwhile the hope of a di- 
version which would lessen the Russian 
strength in the north is lost forever to 
the Germans and Austrians. 





























THE NEW YORK TIMES MID-WEEK PICTORIAL, 


CAPTAIN LORD ALASTAIR ROBERT INNES-KER 
Who Married Miss Annie Breese of New York, is Reported Wounded, and has Been Awarded the Distinguished Service 
Order for “‘Conspicuous Courage in Bringing Wounded Men Out of Action Under Heavy Fire.”’ 
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The Archbishop of Malines, Cardine] Mercier, Who Was Reported Arrested by the Germans for Issuing a Patriotic Pastoral 
Letter tothe Belsians. He is Being Cheered by Belgian Refugees in London at the Southwark Catholic Cathedral. 
‘Phote from Edwin Levick.) 
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A BRITISH MINE SWEEPER DAMAGED BY A GERMAN MINE ARRIVES SAFELY AT SCARBOROUGH 


+. 
« 


~ 


=o > 
. * eo: 





Se Rs 


d + =f. Si  - y re : ” . ee ee ¢ ee . ‘ ; = Me } : hn | = “ ee ~ 

= SR Sade I CON PCa = Ge A RAY Se oS 

A LONDON MACHINE GUN BATTERY LEARNING TO USE THE LEWIS GUN, SIMILAR TO THE 
GUN USED BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
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SONS OF THE SULTAN OF TURKEY 
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AL VON ZWEHL, 


The Captor of Maubeuge, With His Staff. 


(Photo by Conder.) 
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KING GUSTAF Greeting KING CHRISTIAN. at 
Malmoe Where the Three Scandinavian Kings 
Met to Discuss the War 
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AMMUNITION WAGONS AND GUN CARRIAGES CAPTURED BY 
THE GERMANS FROM THE BRITISH 


(Phoio from Press Illustrating Co.) 
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An Unexploded German Shell in the Station Yard at 

















The Roof of a House in Gladstone Road, Scarborough, 
a Single Shell from the German Warships. Scarborough With a Danger Sign Beside It. 
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SERVIAN LIFE GUARD IN THE PALACE YARD OF THE RECAPTURED CITY OF BELGRAD! 


(Photos from Photothek.) 
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| BARGES ON THE SEINE WHICH HAVE BEEN CONVERTED INTO MILITARY HOSPITALS 
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A JAPANESE LUNCHEON PARTY IN THE FIELD CELEBRATING 
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Courtyard of a Palace in Hungary, the Scene of a Hand-to-Hand Encounter 


With the Russians in Which the Austrians Were Victorious. 


(Photos from Paul Thompson.) 
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MEYER VON WALDECK, VON KROBATKIN, 
Commander of the Germans at Tsing-Tau, Taken Chief of the Austrian General Staff With His Adjutant 


As Prisoner of War to Japan. in a Village Near the Frontier. 
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The Reverend St. John Corbett, Rector of St. Georges- 
in-the-East, Who Has a Rifle Range in 
His Churchvard 





GEN. DUBAIL. 
the French Commander 
Defending Verdun. 
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WINSTON CHURCHILL, DJrMAL PASHA, 
First Lord of the British Admiralty Minister of Marine for Turkey. 
With Mrs Churchill Photos (C) by International News Service.) 
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Khedive of Egypt With the Title of Sultan. 
Egypt Is Now a British Protectorate. 


Prince Hussein Kamel Pasha, Who Has Been Appointed 
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and am going on well. 


and hope to- be- discharged soon. 


I am _being-sent dawn to the base. 


; letter. 
L hurve veceived your | telegram. 
| parcel. 


Letier follows at first opportunity. 
Lhave veceived no letter fron you 
( lately. 


for « long tiime. 
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only. jf 


Date 


‘Postage must be prepaid on any letter or postcard addressed 
to the sender of this card. ] 





A Field Service Postcard From Alexander Warburton 
of the English Cavalry in France Which Illustrates 
the Strict Military Censorship. 


(Photo from Presa Illustrating Co.) 
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